CHAPTER NINE

Rosa Torre Sonzdlez

Soldadera and Feminist

Sarau A. Buck

Although the official monument to
the Revolution of 1910 is located on
the blue metro line in Mexico City,
__ £ o ' statues of revolutionary heroes—in-
variably represented as men on horseback—can be seen in plazas through-
out the country. Indeed, historians have described the Revolution as one of |
the bigh points of Mexican patriarchy, in which masculine beroes such as |
Emiliano Zapata and Pancho Villa fought climactic battles to determine
the nation’s fate. Fven after the soldiers had put aside their rifles and
cartridge belts, postrevolutionary governments distributed the benefits of
land reform and labor protection primarily to men.

Nevertheless, women also made vital contributions in the decade of
fighting as soldaderas, both camp followers and female soldiers, who cooked
Jor the troops and in some cases actually carried weapons in combat along
with men. Female activists took an equally important role in organizing
labor unions and agrarian leagues to force the government to fulfill the
reforms promised by the Constitution of 1917, As this essay shows, women
used their patriotic service to demand equal rights of citizenship, in par-
ticular, the vote. Yet because of the prevailing gender roles and the scorn
Jor camp followers beld by many revolutionary commanders, women were
forced to assert their voices in ways that perpetuated their inferior social
status. FEven the general monument at Revolucién bas become a crypt hon-
oring great men and belping to bury the historical memory of the soldaderas
who also gave their lives for the Mexican nation.

Sarah A. Buck received her Ph.D. from Rutgers University with a
dissertation examining women’s activism and suffrage politics in the de-
cades following the Mexican Revolution. She is assistant professor of his-
tory at Allegheny College in Meadville, Pennsylvania.

% March 1924, Rosa Torre Gonzilez proudly wrote of her achieve-
ments as an elected representative to the ayuntamiento (city council) of
Mérida, Yueatdn, She celebrated her position as the first woman to “ar-

]

tive to a councilman¥ post” in the Mexican republic, at a time when
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